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O.uR  years  having  now  elapfed  fince 
the  publication  of  Mr  Smith’s  'Theory 
of  moral  fentlments,  the  world  may  well  be 
furprifed,  that  the  cenfure  we  are  hereafter 
to  refute,  lliould  have  remained  fo  long 
unanfwered.  For  that  reafon,  perhaps,  this 
anfwer  may  be  deemed  fomewhat  late; 
but  the  author  hopes,  that  the  vindica¬ 
tion  of  truth  from  mifreprefentation ;  of 
innocence  from  unjuft  afperfion,  though 
it  be  -late,  will  never  be  unacceptable.  The 
charge  is  general.  It  feems  to  aim  at  all 
the  American  colonies  which  employ  the 
African  flaves ;  and  yet  he  will  venture  to 
affert,  that  it  is  not  applicable  to  any  one 
of  them.  .  The  flaves  in  the  French,  Spa- 
nifli,  and,  Portuguefe  fettlements  are  not 
treated  with  mere,  if  with  fo  much  feve- 
rity,  as  thofe  of  fome  of  our  colonies  ;  nor 
do  the  inhabitants  conflft  of  the  refufe  of 
their  refpedtive  countries.  For  the  truth 
of  this  he  appeals  to  their  hiflories  *.  He 


*  Sec  tliQ  account  of  America. 
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iv  ADVERTISEMENT. 


flatters  himfelf  with  having  proved,  in  the 
following  elTay,  that  the  charge  is  not  ap¬ 
plicable,  with  the  leaR  lhadow  of  truth, 
to  our  continental  colonies.  In  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  it  mufl:  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  flaves  undergo  a  very  fevere  la¬ 
bour}  but  could  this  authorife  Mr  Smith 
to  refled  on  the  inhabitants,  in  fuch  oppro¬ 
brious  terms  ?  Could  he  juftly  infer  from 
thence,  that  they  were  utterly  deftitute  of 
rtue,  or  abandoned  to  the  influence 
/  infamous  and  detefted  vice  ?  The 
s  he  might  have  exalted  into  heroes. 


r  little  they  deferve  that  name,  with 
;nc‘e.  Where  the  motive  appears 
ent,  we  more  eafily  pardon  a  tref- 
infl:  truth.  But  was  it  necelTary  to 


.  that  the  Americans  Ihould  be  de- 


ito  monfters  ?  that  they  fliould  be 
with  reproaches  more  -rigorous 
e  fevered;  juftice,  unmitigated  by 
L  humanity,  would  utter  againfl;  the 


rfedly  vicious  ?  And  here,  though 
i  not  immediately  to  our  fubjed, 
an  American,  the  author  may  pre- 


lurue  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  what  Mr 

Smith 


I  ' 
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Smith  has  related,  concerning  the  Ame¬ 
rican  favages.  The  virtues  with  which  he 
has  endowed  them,  and  the  particular  cu- 
ftoms  he  has  faid  to  prevail  among  them, 
are  not  in  the  lead  conformable  to  our  ex¬ 
perience.  We  have  ever  found  them  per¬ 
fidious  to  the  lad  degree;  actuated  in  all 
their  wars  by  the  mod  atrocious  and  ungo¬ 
vernable  cruelty ;  of  natures'  at  once  fo 
cowardly  and  cruel,  that  whild  they  dare 
not  ever  face  an  enemy  prepared,  they  will 
butcher  him,  if  unguarded  or  defencelefs, 
with  the  mod  ruthlefs  barbarity.  '  When 
their  kings  or  chiefs  vifit  us  in  the  colonies, 
they  are  frequently  accompanied  by  their 
wives  and  concubines  * ;  fo  far  are  they  from 
blufliing  at  their  female  connections.  They 
are  not  upon  an  equality,  as  it  hath  pleafed 
Mr  Smith  to  obferve,  but  governed  uni- 
verfally,  as  far  as  we  know,  by  their  kings 
or  chiefs.  His  indances  of  magnanimity 
and  fortitude,  in  fudaining  the  pains  of 
torture  and  death  with  the  mod  intre¬ 
pid  firmnefs,  arc  applicable  only  to  the 
Mexicans  and  Peruvians;  fucli  as  the  Spa- 

*  Commonly  called  their  Jquav::. 

niards 
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vi  ADVERTISEMENT.  . 

niards  firft  found  them j  for  at  prefen t, 
even  ^among  them,  this  fpirit  is  almoft 
wholly  extingui'lhed.  But  furely  Mr  Smith 
cannot  ftyle  thefe  the  favages  of  America. 

✓ 

Whoever  will  read  their  hiftory,  may  fee 
how  little  they  merit  this  indignity.  “  The 
“  police  of  the  Mexicans,”  fays  Mr  Vol¬ 
taire  *,  “  was  in  every  other  refpedl  T> 
“  prudent  and  humane  Aftronomy  was 
“  carried  to  as  great  a  height  among  them 
“  as  among  the  Egyptians.  They  had  re- 
“  duced  war  to  a  regular  art.  Their  public 
“  treafury  was  managed  with  the  greateft 
“  exadnefs.”  From  his  defcription  of  Me¬ 
xico,  it  appears  to  have  been  at  once  the  re- 
lidence  of  gaiety,  magnificence,  police,,  and 
arts.  “  The  city,”  fays  he,  “  abounded 
“  with  fpacious  and  convenient  houfes, 
“  built  of  ftone  ;  noble  fquares,  market- 
“  places,  and  fliops  full  of  the  moft  curious 
“  pieces  of  workmanfhip,  carved  and  en- 

f 

*  See  Dr  Smollet’s  Voltaire,  vol,  4.  p.  202. 
f  Except  in  facrificing  prifoners  to  their  gods.  But  if 
this  Ihould  ftainp  them  favages,  what  name  ftiall  we  find  for 
the  Spaniards,  who  facrihced  thofe  very  people,  with  every 
circum Ranee  of  the  moil  horrid  barbarity,  to  the  bafeR  of 
all  idols,  the  god  of  avarice  ? 

“  IT  raved 
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ADVERTISEMENT,  vii 

graved  in  gold  and  filver,  rich'  veffels  of 
painted  porcelain'e ;  cotton-  ftuffs,  and 
ornaments  of  feathers,  which  formed  the 
moft  beautiful  patterns,  by  the  variety 
of  their  colours  arid  flrades.  Near  the 
great  market-place  flood  a  palace,  where 
all  difputes  between  the  traders  were 
'decided  in  an  exo'editious  manner,  like 
thofe  jufti'ce-co'urts  of  the  confuls  at 
Paris,  which  were  firft  eflablilhed  by 
Charles  IX.  after  the  deftru6lion  of  the 
empire  of  Mexico.  Several  palaces  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Emperor  Montezuma 
added  to  the  magnificence  of  the  city. 
One  of  them  raifed  on  columns  of  jafper, 
was  fet  apart  for  containing  the  curiofi- 
ties  which  minifter  only  to  pleafure ; 
another  was  filled  with  ofFenfive  and  de- 
fenlive  weapons,  richly  adorned  with 
gold  and  precious  ftones ;  a  third  was 
furrounded  with  fpacious  gardens,  whol¬ 
ly  deftined  to  the  raifing  of  medicinal 
plants,  which  proper  officers  diftributed 
to  the  fick,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
fuccefs  attending  the  ufe  of  them  to  the 
king.  Thefe  phyficians  likewife  kept  a 

“  regifler 
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“  regifter  of  cafes,  after  their  manner,  be- 
“  ing  unacquainted  with  writing.  The 
“  other  articles  of  magnificence  only  prove 
t  “  the  progrefs  of  arts  in  that  kingdom  ; 

“  this  latter  fhews  the  progrefs  of  mora- 
“  lity*.” 

t 

Thus  much  being  premifed,  the  author 
now  entreats  the  reader  to  proceed  with 
candour  to  the  perufal  of  the  following 
■  Iheets. 

•  See  Dr  Smollet’s  Voltaire,  vol.  4.  p.  200. 
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A  N 

E  S  S  A  Y 

IN  VINDICATION  OF  THE 

Continental  Colonies 

O  F 

AMERICA. 

IN  the  316th  page,  2d  edition,  of  the 
'Theory  of  moral  Jentiments,  by  Mr  Smith, 
Profeflbr  of  morality  in  the  college  of 
Glalgow,  afe  thefe  words : 

.  t 

**  There  is  not  a  negro  from  the  coafl 
**  of  Africa,  who  does  not,  in  this  refped: 

poflefs  a  degree  of  magnanimity,  which 
“  the  foul  of  his  fordid  mafter  is  fcarce 
capable  of  conceiving.  Fortune  never 
exerted  more  cruelly  her  empire  over 
**  mankind,  than  when  fhe  fubjedled  thofe 
“  nations  of  heroes  to  the  refufe  of  the 

^  In  fortitude, 

B  «  jails 


4 


jails  .of  Europe,  of  wretches  who  poffcfs 
the  virtues  neither  of  the  countries 
which  they  go  to,  nor  of  thofe  which 
they  come  from,  and  whole  levity,  bru~ 
tality,  and  bafenefs,  fo  juftly  expofe 
them  to  the  contempt  of  the  vanquilh- 


That  I  may  give  my  reader  a  juft  idea 
of  the  equity  and  humanity  which  could 


I  t 


tills  extraordinary  paragraph,  I  niuil 
.  beg  leave  to  lay  .before  him  two  things. 
Firil,  An  authentic  account  of  the  African 
Haves,  who  are  the  objedts  of  its  praife  and 
conipaffion ;  and,  lecondly.  Of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonifts,  v/ho  are  here  the  objedls  of 
as  bitter  an  invedtive  as  ever  fell  from  the 
tongue  of  man. 


y///  Accqmu  of  the  Africans. 


IT  is  not  to  our  purpole  to  give  any  ac- 

connf*  a 


% 

C  II  ] 

We 'learn,  from  the  mofi:  authentic  ac¬ 
counts,  that  the  negroes  in  Africa  have  juft 
as  much  natural  fagacity  as  fits  them  for 
very  dextrous  rogues. 

They  are  fo  prone  to  lying,  that  they 
exercife  this  faculty  on  every  occafion ' 
No  contradls  are  facred  with  them,  for  they 
break  thefe  whenever  they  have  the  leaft 
profpedl  of  advantage,  and  fometimes  out 
of  mere  wantonnefs.  This  genius  prevails 
in  all  their  compacts,  as  well  domeftic  as 
national.  It  is  on  this  account  that  their 
marriages  are  perpetually  violated.  They 
either  expofe  their  wives  publicly  for  gain, 
or  employ  them  as  decoy-ducks  for  Arran¬ 
gers,  whom  they,  by  that  means,  furprife 
and  plunder  •j'.  In  private  life  they  are 
frequently  guilty  of  the  moft  horrid  mur¬ 
ders  It  is  ufual  for  one  nation  to  fall  up¬ 
on  another  without  either  caufe  or  warn¬ 
ing,  but  as  whim  or  villany  Aiall  prompt. 
In  the  field,  they  are  without  either  difci- 
pline  or  courage.  “  Their  natural  cow- 

t 

*  Churchill’s  colle£lion,  vol.  5.  p.  236.  f  Ib.  p.  242. 
t  Ibid.  p.  236. 

B  2  “  ardice,” 
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‘f  ardice,”  fays  Churchill,  “  is  the  reafon 

V  ' 

that  few  men  are  killed  in  battle ;  for 
they  ^re  fo  extremely  timorous,  that  as 
foon  as  ever  they  fee  a  man  fall  by  them, 
they  betake  themfelves  to  their  heels, 
and  run  home  with  all  poffible  expedi- 
tion  The  cruelty  which  is  infepa- 
rable  from  cowardice,  impels  them,  when 
viftorious,  to  the  moft  favage  barbarities. 

‘  They  daughter  their  vanquifhed  or  defence- 
lefs  foes  with  the  moft  unbounded  fury  : 
nor  age,  nor  innocence,  nor  impotence  is 
fpared :  one  bloody  and  undiftinguifhed 
maffacre  overwhelms  them  all.  We  read, 
with  horrour,  of  their  fucking  the  blood 
of  their  enernies  ;^of  their  ripping  open  the 
teeming  womb,  and  dafliing  the  infant  a- 
gainft  the  ftones,  in  view  of  the  agonized 
mother.  Some  they  difmember  alive,  and 
leave  to  groan  out  their  miferable  lives  in  * 
helplefs  anguifh.  Blood  and  defoiation  at¬ 
tend  their  fteps,  devoting  every  thing  that 
is  defencelefs  Thus  do  they  endeavour 
to  latiate  their  favage  appetite  for  blood ; 
an  appetite  that  burns  with  implacable, 

f  Churchill’s  colled,  vol.  5.  p.  294.  f  Ib.  p.  236.  331. 

fury, 
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fury,  and  urges  them  to  the  moft  horrid 
barbarities,  in  violation  of  every  fentiment 
of  juftice,  humanity,  or  magnanimity.  At 
their  burials  they  facrifice  flaves,  and,  what 
is  horrible  above  all  names  of  horrour,  they 
have  a  market  on  purpofe  to  anfwer  this 
diabolical  demand  *.  Cruelty,  cunning, 
perfidy,  and  cowardice,  are  their  charadte- 
riftics.  In  their  trade  with  the  Europeans 
they  prad:ife  all  manner  of  frauds.  Their 
method  of  feeding  is  not  one  remove  above 
abfolute  brutes ;  no  degree  of  corruption 
will  deter  them  from  preying  on  whatever 
they  find,  and  that  in  the  moft  voracious 
and  filthy  manner  -f*.  Their  religious  wor- 
thip.is  perfedtly  conformable  to  the  univer- 
fal  depravity  and  barbarifm  of  their  natures. 
They  are  involved  in  the  moft  grofs  idola¬ 
try,  worfhipping  almoft  every  thing,  ani¬ 
mate  and  inanimate,  with  the  moft  ftupid 
reverence  ;{i.  To  fnakes  of  every  kind  they 
pay  a  conftant  worfhip,  and  they  honour 
the  devil  with  what  may  be  truly  termed 
mfernal  rites  jj.  But  endlefs  were  the  lift; 


*  Churchill’s  colleft.  p.  285, 
Sep  Harris’s  colledion. 


t  Ibid,  p.  255, 
11  Ibid. 
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df  their  barbarities.  I  have  already  re¬ 
counted  enough  to  (hock  the  mod:  com¬ 
mon  humanity  ^  I  fhall  therefore  clofe  the 
ungrateful  fubjedvi^ith  Baron  Montefquieu’s 
account  of  this  people.  The  greateft 
“  part  of  the  people  on  the  coaft  of  Afri- 
ca,”  fays  he,  “  are  favages  and  barba- 
“  rians.  The  principal  reafon  of  this  is, 

“  I  believe,  that  the  fmall  countries -capa- 
ble  of  being  inhabited,  are  feparated  from 
each  other  by  large  and  almoft  uninha- 
bitable  trads  of  land.  They  have  gold 
in  abundance,  received  immediately  from 
“  the  hand  of  Nature  ^  but  they  are  with- 
“  out  induftry  or  arts,  Every  civilized 
“  nation  is  therefore  in  a  condition  to 
“  traffic  with  them  to  advantage,  by  rai- 
fing  their  efteem  of  things  of  no  value, 

**  and  receiving  a  very  high  price  in  re- 
turn  To  this  I  ffiall  add  the  cha-  • 
rader  which  the  author  of  the  account  of 
America  gives  them  as  flaves  j  an  author 
who  cannot  be  fufpeded  of  partiality.  In 
his  hiftory  of  the  Spaniffi  fettlements,  he  ' 

*  Spirit  of  laws,  vol.  2.  p.  22. 

fays, 


} 


i  ] 

fays,  “  The  blacks  hefe,  as  they  are  im* 
ported  from  Africa,  have  the  fame  cha= 
“  radter  as  the  blacks  of  our  colonies,  ftub^ 
“  born,  ■  hardy,  of  an  ordinary  underftand- 
**  ing,  and  fitted  for  the  grofs  flavery  they 
**  endure.”  “  Nothing,”  fays  he,  in  ano^ 
ther  place,  “  could  excufe  the  flave-trade 
**  but  the  neceflity  we  are  under  of  peo- 
“  pling  our  colonies,  and  the  confideration, 
“  that  the  flaves  we  buy  were  in  the  fame 
“  condition'  in  Africa,  either  hereditary, 
“  or  taken  in  war.  I  know  they  are  ftub- 
born  and  untradlable,  and  mull  be  ruled 
“  with  a  rod  of  iron.”  It  is  this  ftubborn, 
ftupid,  and  untradlable  difpofition  to  which 
it  hath  pleafed  fome  to  give  the  name  of 
magnanimity  and  heroifm. 

■  . . . .  O  name  ! 

O  facred  name  of  magnanimity  profan’d! 

Magnanimity,  according  to  Mr  Hutchefon, 
is  an  elevation  and  firmnefs  of  foul,  which  no 
circumftances  of  fortune  can  move  ;  aim¬ 
ing  folely  at  moral  excellence  in  all  its  con¬ 
duit.  The  oppolite  extreme  is  pufillani- 
mity,  or  cowardice,  rendering  a  man  ufe- 

lefs 
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lefs  and  miferable  *.  Which  of  thefe  cha¬ 
racters  is  moft  applicable  to  the  dilpolition 
of  the  negroes,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  candid  reader.  Abandoned 
indeed,  beyond  all  inftance  of  depravation, 
muft  they  be,  whofe  llronger  vices  fhould 
juftly  expofe  them  to  the  contempt  of  this 

^  Hutchefon’s  Ethics>  p*  SS. 


t 


[  -7  ] 

if 

Of  the  cojitinental  colonies  of  America. 

VIRGINIA,  Maryland,  and  the  Caro- 
linas,  are  the  chief  and  almoft  only 
colonies  on  the  continent,  which  employ 
the  African  Haves.  On  thefe,  then,  the 
cenfure  muft  fall  heavieft,  and  from  thefe 

'  I 

only  I  fliali  endeavour  to  repel  it. 

Account  of  Virginia. 

IN  the  year  1 584,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  at¬ 
tended  by  many  perfons  of  eminence, 
and  many  reputable  merchants,  with  let¬ 
ters  patent  from  her  Majefty  Queen  Elifa- 
beth,  fettled  the  'firll  Britiih  colony  in 
North  America,  and,  in  honour  of  his 
Queen,  called  it,  in  general,  Virginia. 

That  fettlement,  however,  was  not 
what  we  now  properly  call  Virginia.  ■  In¬ 
numerable  Ioffes  had  almoft  utterly  de- 
ffroyed  the  colony,  notwithftanding  the  re¬ 
inforcements  fent  from  time  to  time,  un¬ 
der  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  Richard  Gren- 

C  ville. 
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ville,  Sir  George  Summers,  and  others; 
when  the  Lord  Delaware,  a  nobleman  of 
very  uncommon  virtues,  arrived  in  the  bay 
of  Chefapeak,  and,  with  his  own  men  and 
the  remainder  of  the  former  colony,  efta- 
bliflaed  on  that  bay  a  fettlement,  which 
gave  birth  to  the  prefent  colony  of  Virgi¬ 
nia.  The  wifdpm  and  care  of  this  worthy 
Lord  made  the  young  colony  profper;  and 
in  this  condition  he  left  it  under  the  "o- 

(D 

vernance  of  a  fon,  who  inherited  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  virtues.  A  council  he  had  to  affift 
him,  fompofed  of  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir 
George  Summers,  Sir  Ferdinand  Wenman, 
the  Flonourable  George  Peircy,  and  Mr 
Newport. 


Such  was  the  fettlement  of  Virginia, 
than  which,  perhaps,  no  colony  had  ever 
a  nobler  foundation.  Her  founders  were 
diftinguiflied,  even  in  Britain,  for  rank, 
for  fortune,  and  for  abilities.  Not  urged 
by  vice  or  want,  they  voluntarily  expofed 
themfcives  to  a  thoufand  harddiips,  to  ex¬ 
tend  t.ne  dominion  of  their  country.  They 
graved  the  dangers  of  an  unknown  fea  and 
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favao-e  land,  to  enrich  her  commerce,  and 

O 

exalt  her  power.  I  know  it  will  be  faid, 
their  views  were  not  fo  difinterefted  j  they 
adted  with  the  hope  of  promoting  their  own 
fortunes.  Perhaps  they  might ;  yet  this 
detracts  not  from  their  merit.  That  indi¬ 
vidual  Vv^ho  bell  promotes  the  interefl  of 
the  public  with  his  own,  is  moll  laudable. 
The  nature  of  man  admits  not  of  fuch  dif- 
interefled  adlion,  and  the  nature  of  fociety 
feldom  demands  it;  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  is  rarely  to  be  feparated  from  that  of 
•  the  individual  Were  fuch  adlion  to  be 
the  criterion  of  a  good  citizen,  how  few 
would  Hand  the  tell  ?  Does  the  merchant 
wind  through  the  laborious  and  uncertain 
labyrinth  of  commerce  for  the  public,  or 
for  his  own  emolument  does  the  warriour' 
brave  the  field  of  death,  or  tempt  the  hi¬ 
deous  wave,  to  feive  his  country  or  him- 
felf  ?  It  cannot  therefore  be  denied,  that  the 
founders  of  this  colony  deferved  the  highell 
veneration  and  elleem  of  their  country. 

*  We  fhall  endeavour  to  demonftratc,  fays  my  Lord 
Shaftefbury,  that  to  be  well  affefted  to  the  public  interefl 
and  one’s  own,  is  not  only  confluent,  but  iiifeparable. 
Charaderijiics,  ^cL  2.  p.  59. 
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Ccelejies  miimce  ! 

Nulla  dies  iinq^uam  memori  vos  eximet  cevo  ! 

And  here  I  cannot  help  lamenting  the 
unequal  condition  of  their  defcendents,  the 
prefent  inhabitants.  Their  manufadluring 
hands  tied  up  ;  their  commerce  confined  ^  ; 
and  their  ftaple  commodity  opprefled  with 
fuch  intolerable  exadtions,  that  it  yields 
to  the  labouring  planter  fcarce  one  tenth  of 
its  original  value.  By  thefe  means  they 
are  fubjedted  to  the  arbitrary  impofitions  of 
the  Britifh  merchants,  who  fix,  like  can¬ 
kers,  on  their  eftates,  and  utterly  confume 
them.  Every  means  that  the  moif  confined 
and  puny  policy  can  fuggeft,  are  employed 
to  deprefs  them,  and  prevent  their  growth. 
They  are  treated,  not  as  the  fellow-fubjedls, 
but  as  the  fervants  of  Britain.  The  French 
colonies  were  nouriflied  and  endeared  to 
their  mother-country  by>  the  moft  humane 
and  gentle  government  -[-  3  whilfi:  here  the 
hardcll  difcipline  is  ufed  to  check  their 

See  PoRIethwaytc’s  didlionary,  ?x.Yt.  Tobacco. 

f  See  the  account  of  America,  vol.  2.  p.  ^o.  on  the 
French  policy  with  regard  to  their  colonies. 
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growth}  snd  3.1icn3.tc  their  sffeftions  from 
Britain.  When  {hall  we  learn  the  virtues, 
and  {hun  the  vices  of  our  enemies  ?  Here 
let  me  thank,  thank  from  my  heart,  the 
generous  man  *,  who,  deipihng  the  little, 
abjedl,  ielfifl'i,  coward  politics  of  others, 
has  rernonilrated  againfl;  thefe  grievances 
in  the  colonies  with  equal  humanity  and 
truth.  But  folitary  is  the  voice  of  univer- 
fal  benevolence,  and  like  the  notes  of  the 
dying  fwan,  fvveet,  but  unavailing. 

I 

I  RETURN  to  my  fubjeft.  The  colony 
continued  to  flourifh  and  increafe,  though 
,  gradually,  until  the  unfortunate  reign  of 
Charles  I.  when  it  received  a  confiderable' 
reinforcement  in  the  deprelfed  royalifts, 
who,  flying  from  the  ruin  that  threatened 
then!  at  home,  took  refuge  in  Virginia. 
This  colony  long  reflfted  the  eflorts  of 
Cromwell  and  the  parliament  to  fubdue 
them,  nor  was  it  vanquiilied  at  length  but 
by  ftratagem  ;  and  ^  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  firft:  v/hich  threw  off  the  yoke,  and 
proclaimed  King  Charles  II. 

*  The  author  of  the  account  af  Ameiica. 
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Since  that  period  the  colony  has  recei¬ 
ved  gradual  increafes  by  men  from  Britain, 
and  other  countries,  who  chofe  to  feek 
their  fortunes  in  a  new  and  rifing  Vv^orld. 
Before  that  time,  in  the  year  1620,  began 
a  trade,  the  moft  unfortunate  that  could  be 
devifed,  namely,  the  importation  of  African 
Haves,  and,  unhappily,  it  has  to  this  day 
continued  to  increafe. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  an  ad:  paffed 
for  the  tranlportation  of  convidts  to  the 
Britilh  plantations  in  America  *.  Virginia 
received  her  part  of  thofe  who  were  tranf- 
ported.  Amid  fuch  a  number  as  are  con¬ 
demned,  fome  will  often  be  really  inno- 
centl  Others,  though  guilty  of  the  fault 
for  which  they  fulFer,  may  have  been  dri¬ 
ven  to  it  by  the  infupportable  demands  of 
want.  For  trefpalfes  of  this  kind  proceed 
oftener  from  neceffity  and  indigence  than 
from  any  wanton  or  ungovernable  propcn- 
fity  to  vice.  When  fpch  criminals  are 
tranl^iorted  to  a  country  where  there  is 

See  Cay’s  abridgment,  vol.  i.  p.  532. 

little 


[  23  ] 

* 

little  opportunity,  and  ftill  lefs  neceffity  for 
Healing,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  they  re-v 
form,  and  become  honed  men.  We  can¬ 
not  otherwife  account  for  the  extreme  ra¬ 
rity  of  criminal  executions  in  this  colony. 
But  fuch  perfons  have  been  very  rarely  the 
founders  of  families  which  became  after¬ 
wards  eminent ;  there  are  certainly  few',  if 
any,  in  this  colony,  which  can  be  traced 
from  fo  mean  an  original. 

The  government  of  Virginia,  at  this 
time,  is  pretty  exailly  conformable  to  the 
conftitution  of  England.,  A  governor  re- 
prefents  the  King.  The  council  is  compo- 
fed  of  twelve  gentlemen,  appointed  by  the 
King  and  council  in  England,  and  invefted 
with  the  title  of  Honourable.  The  lower 
houfe  confids  of  members  elected  by  their 
refpecdive  counties.  The  counfellors  pre- 
dde  at  the  general  court,  and  each  county 
has  its  peculiar  court,  in  which  judice  is 
impartially  adminidered.  The  edablified 
and  very  univerfally  received  religion,  is  that 
of  the  church  of  England.  This  colony 
didinguilhed  itfelf  in  the  late  war,  by  con- 
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tributing  largely  to  its  fupport  in  men  and 
money  ;  for  the  behaviour  of  her  troops  I 
appeal  to  the  accounts  of  the  campaigns  in 
America. 

I  SHALL  finifli  this  account  with  the 

I 

charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  co¬ 
lony,  given  by  a  gentleman,  whofe  veraci¬ 
ty  and  knowledge  cannot  be  queftioned. 
The  inhabitants  of  Virginia  are  a  cheer- 
ful,  hofpitable,  and  many  of  them  a  gen- 
teel,  though  fomewhat  vain  and  often- 
tatious  people.  They  are,  for  the  greater 
part,  of  the  eftabliflied  church  of  Eng-  • 
land,  nor  until  lately  did  they  tolerate 
any  other 

I 

The  fame  author,  in  fpeaking  of  th^ 
negroes,  fays,  Thefe  do  not  here  ftand  in 
need  of  fuch  recruits,  as  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  they  rather  increafe  than  diminifli ; 
a  blefling  derived  from  a  more  moderate 
labour,  better  food,  and  a  more  healthy 
climate.” 

^  Account  of  America,  vol.  2.  p.  217. 
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I  AM  fe;ifible  it  is  a  common  creed,  that 
the  negro  Haves  here  are  very  barbarouHy 
treated  :  A  creed  that  takes  its  rife  from  the 
reports  of  wretches,  who  frame  falfehoods 
to  catch  the  ear  of  vplgar  credulity,  or  to 
'  gratify  that  ftrange  propenfity  in  fome 
minds  to  calumny  and  mifreprefentation. 
But  no  creed  can  be  more  ill  founded,  or 
more  repugnant  to  truth.  How  it  could 
ever  have  operated  on  a  man  of  fenfe,  as  it 
feems  to  have  done  on  Mr  Smith,  is  to 
me  really  inconceivable.  I  have  travelled 
through  moft  parts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland; 
and  I  can  fafely  alfert,  that  the  habitations 
of  the  negroes  are  palaces,  and  their  living 
luxurious ;  when  compared  with  thofe  of 
the  peafants  of  either  of  thefe  countries. 
There  is,  I  confefs,  an  inexpreflible  mifery, 
to  the  generous  mind,  in  the  very  idea  of 
llavery ;  but  abftrading  this,  the  condition 
of  thofe  Haves  is  far  happier  than  that  of 
the  Scotch  or  Irifla  vulgar. 


T  Ord  Ba  LTiMORE,  a  Roman-Catholic 
^  nobleman,  in  the  year  1632,  obtained 
a  patent  from  King  Charles  L  for  a  part  of 
Virginia.  Soon  after  he  fent  his  brother. 


the  rion.  Leonard  Calvert,  accompanied  by 


a  number  of  Roman-Catholic  gentlemen, 
to  lettle  the  land  fo  granted.  This  they 
executed,  and,  in  honour  of  the  Queen, 
called  the  colony  Maryland.  The  uneafy 
fituation  of  the  Catholics  in  England,  efpe- 
cially  at  a  time  when  their  religion  was  an  ' 
objed;  of  public  jealoufy,  as  well  as  odium, 
made  them  frequently  feek  an  afylum  in 
this  colony  ;  where  they  lived  in  fafety  and 
happinefs  under  a  proprietor  of  their  own 
perfualion.  This  Lord  was  not,  however, 
fo  bigotted  a  Catholic,  but  that  he  made  his- 
religion  liften  to  political  motives.  He, 
therefore,  gave  his  alfent  to  an  adt,  permit¬ 
ting  a  free  and  unqueftioned  exercife  of 


eafy  in  their  circumftances,  from  whatever 
caufe,  purfued  a  happier  fortune  in  Mary¬ 
land.  The  colony,  by  thefe  means,  in- 
creafed  daily,  and  has,  ever  fince,  enjoyed 
a  flate  of  almoft  uninterrupted  tranquillity. 
One  revolution  it  has  fullered,  narhely, 
that  of  having  the  religion  of  the  church 
of  England  eflablilhed  in  it. 

9 

The  inhabitants  of  Maryland  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  richer  than  their  neighbours  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  becau'fe  more  attentive  to  mer- 
chandife,  and  to  their  own  interefts ;  but 
they 'are  therefore  lefs  fumptuous,  as  well^ 
as  lefs  hofpitable. 

Carolina^  North  and  South. 

firft  fettlemcnt  in  this  country  was 
made  by  the  French,  under  the  cele¬ 
brated,  but  unfortunate,  Admiral  Chatil- 
lon.  The  inhuman  tragedy  of  St /Bartho¬ 
lomew,  which  cut  off  this  illuftrious  man, 
deftroyed  alfo  this  fettlement,  the  fate  of 
which  was  grafted  on  his.  The  religious 

politics,  which  fatally  engaged  the  french 
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court  at  this  period,  diverted  their  attention 
from  external  objeds,  and  therefore  from 
the  fupport  of  this  colony-  The  country' 
lay  thus  entirely  negleded  until  the  year 
1663,  when  a  proprietary,  corripofed  of  the 
nobleft  perfonages  in  Britain  was  impower- 
ed  to  fettle  there  an  Englidi  colony.  This 
was  executed  upon  a  plan  drawn  up  by  the 
illuftrious  and  learned  Mr  Locke.  Its  fuc- 
cefs,  .however,  was  not  anfwerable  to  the 
brilliancy  and  wifdom  of  its  foundation. 
Inteftine  broils  had  almoft  reduced  it  to 
ruin ;  when  it  was  guarded  from  the  de- 
ftrudion  that  hiing  over  it,  by  the  interpo¬ 
lation  of  the  Britiih  government.  In  1728, 
tlie  whole  country  was  divided  into  the  two 
feparate  diftrids  of  North  and  South. 
Thefe  were  fettled  on  the  fame  eftablilli- 
ment  with  Virginia  and  Maryland.  The 
profperity  of  the  colony  may  be  dated  from 
this  period  j  for.  iince  that  time  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  have  continued  to  fiourilh,  and  arc 
now  both  rich  and  happy ;  bleffed  with  a 
very  delightful  country,  and  a  profpering 
commerce.  Charleftown  is  the  chief  town 
of  note  in  either  colony.  “  This,”^  fays 

the 
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the  account  of  America  “  is  one  of  the 
“  firfl  in  North  America,  for  lize,  beauty, 
and  traffic.  The  planters  and  merchants 
“  are  rich  and  well-bred  ;  the  people  are 
“  ffiowy  and  expenlive  in  their  drefs  and 
way  of  living ;  fo  that  every  thing  con- 
fpires  to  make  this  by  much. the  livelieft 
“  and  politeft  place,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
“  richeft  too  in  all  America.” 
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Having  thus  prefented  my  reader  with 
a  true  account  of  the  African  Haves,  and  of 
the  colonies  which  chiefly  employ  them ; 
I  mufl:  entreat  him  to  read,  once  more, 
Mr  Smith’s  charge. 


“  There  is  not  a  negro  from  the  coafl 
of  Africa,  who  does  not,  in  this  refpedt, 
pofl'efs  a  degree  of  magnanimity,  which 
the  foul  of  his  fordid  mafter  is  fcarce 
capable  of  conceiving.  Fortune  never 
exerted  more  cruelly  her  empire  over 
mankind,  than  when  flie  lubje(fl:ed  thofe 
nations  of  heroes  to  the  refufe  of  the 
jails  of  Europe,  of  wretches  who  pofiels 

^  VoL  2.-p.  258. 
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“  the  virtues  neither  of  the  countries 
which  they  go'  to,  nor  of  thofe  which 
they  come  from,  and  whofe  levity,  bru¬ 
tality,  and  bafenefs,  fo  juftly  expofe  them 
to  the  contempt  of  the  vanouifncd” 


We  have  feen  that  this  his  nation  of  he¬ 
roes  is  a  race  the  m,oft  deteftable  and  vile 
that  ever  the  earth  produced.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies^ 
are  defcended  from  worthy  anceftors,  from 
whom  he  has  not  proved  them  to  have  de¬ 
generated,  whilft  others  acknowledge  them 
to  be,  at  this  period,  a  humane,  hofpitable, 
and  poliilied  people.  Is  it  then  to  be  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  former  could  merit  the 
title  of  a  nation  of  heroes,  or  the  latter  the 
ignominy  of  being  ftyled,  the  refufe  of  jails, 
inhuman,  brutal,  bafe Could  prejudice 
operate  fo  ftrongly  on  a  human  mind,  as  to 
make  it  facrifice  to  an  ill-conceived  refent- 
ment,  every  principle  of  juftice  and  huma¬ 
nity  ?  Should  not  his  own  intereft  have 
taught  him  to  refledl,  that  calumny,  un- 
fupported  by  proof,  affefts  thofe  only  who 
utter  it.  Can  the  mind  of  a  man  of  fenfe. 
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a  philofopher,  a  moralift,  be  fo  ftrangely 
perverted  ?  Prejudice  is  indeed  a  ftain  that 
will  fallen  on  the  bell  minds,  yet  that  mind 
cannot  furely  be  ranked  among  the  bell, 
wherein  it  finks  fo  deep  as  to  produce  fuch 
an  outrageous  trefpafs  againll  truth. 

The  ingenious  theory  of  morals  has, 
very  defervedly,  gained  the  world’s  elleem ; 
and  I  am  forry  it  Ihould  contain  any  thing 
fo  unworthy  of  its  general  charadler.  I  am 
forry,  becaufe  I  admire  it,  and  wilh  I  could 
have  elleemed  its  author.  It  llrikes  me 
indeed  at  once  with  allonilhment  and  con- 

I 

cern,  that  the  fame  heart  which  could  dic¬ 
tate  the  goodnefs  of  tli^  one,  Ihould  ever  be 
debafed  with  the  malignity  of  the  other. 

As  the  queflion  touching  the  encourage¬ 
ment  or  abolition  of  llavery,  is  of  the  ut- 
moll  importance  to  the  colonies  I  have 
here  prefumed  to  vindicate  ;  I  lliall  not,  I 
hope,  be  blamed,  if  my  zeal  Ihould  prompt 
me' further  to  oiler  a  few  remarks  on  this 
fubjedl.  , 
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Life  and  liberty  were  both  the  gifo 
of  God.  In  a  date  of  nature  they  were 
both  equally  facred.  When  the  increafe, 
and  other  neceffities  of  men,  made  the  efta- 
bliftirnent  of  focieties  requifite ;  it  followed 
neceffarily,  that  a  portion  of  natural  liber¬ 
ty  diould  be  facrificed,  to  the  more  eftedlual 
prefervation  of  the  reft.  This  firft  fubjedl- 
ed  men  to  laws.  The  power  of  enadting' 
thefe  was  lodged,  by  a  majority  of  fuf- 
frages  in  each  fociety,  in  a  feledl  number, 
denominated  from  thence  the  legijlative  body. 
Penal  laws  became  foon  neceflary  to  the 
well-being  of  fociety  ;  and  were  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  nature  of  offences.  For  atro- 
cious  crimes,  a  deprivation  of  life  was  the 
moft  general  punilhment.  Now,  as  liber¬ 
ty  was  fubjefted  to  the  fame  power  which 
made  life  the  atonement  for  certain  crimes, 
that  might  certainly  have  been  facrificed 
for  fimilar  or  different  offences.  In  this 
view  therefore  the  origin  of  flavery  feems 
juft  and  legal ;  whether  it  be  equally  poli¬ 
tical,  is  not  the  prefent  queftion*.  Let  us 

*  The  reader,  if  he  pleafes,  may  fee  it  difeu/Ted  in  Mon- 
tcfcjiueu’s  fpirit  of  laws,  vol.  i. 

now 
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now  examine  whether  it  may  be  lawful  on 
any  other  foundation.  Puftendorf  admits 
two  lawful  caufes  of  flavery,  namely,  con- 
fent  and  force  But,  with  fubmilPion  to 
fo  preat  authority,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  neither  of  thefe  is  founded  in  juftice. 
The  introdudion  of  flavery  into  any  fociety 
is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance ;  it 
cannot,  then,  be  prefumed,  that  fuch  an  in¬ 
novation  ought  to  be  at  the  option  of  every 
individual;  whofe  confent  alone  can,  there- 


'fore,  never  conllitute  him  a  flave.  But  fur¬ 
ther,  every  member  of  fociety  owes  fome 
obedience  and  duty  for  the  protedion  and 
im.munities  he  enjoys ;  nor  can  he  refufe 
thofe,  without  renouncing  thefe.  Whoever 
then  confents  to  be  a  flave,  as  he,  by  this 
ad,  yields  all  his  duty  and  obedience  to  his 
mafter ;  is  no  longer  entitled  to  any  privi¬ 
leges  or  protedion  from  fociety.  A  flave 
therefore  of  this  kind  would  he  conftantly 
an  outlaw.  Force  has  never  been  efteemed 
fufiicient  authority  for  enflaving,  except  in 
the  cafe  of  a  conqueror  and  his  captive : 

*  Vide  book  6.  p.  614. 
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nor  is  it  fo  here ;  llnce  it  is  founded  on  a 
right  which  is  itfelf  iinjuft,  I  mean  the 
power  of  inflidting  death  on  a-prifoner.  I 
have  Mr  Hutchefon’s  authority  for  affert- 
■higj  that  conquerors  have  no  right  to 
murder  captives  in  cold  blood  * ;  and  it  is 
plain  from  the  nature  of  things,  -that  they 
have  no  right  to  kill  a  prifoner,  unlefs  their 
own  immediate  fafety  a'bfolutely  requires 
it.  When  two  m_en  are  in  arms,  they  are 
both  equally  obnoxious,  and  may  mutually 
deftrop  each  other  but  when  one  has  laid 
■  down  his  arms,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  a 
prifoner,  he  ceafes  to  be  that  dangerous  per- 
lon,  and  cannot  juftly  be  treated  as  fuch  ; 
nay  more,  he  is  in  the  place  of  one  who 
has  implored  proteftion,  which  his  adver- 
lary  may,  it  is  true,  refufe  him,  or  may 
confine  him ;  but  he  cannot  flay  him,  with¬ 
out  violating  the  laws  of  juftice  and  huma¬ 
nity  :  fo  that,  unqueftionably,  all  civilized 
nations  concur  in  deteftinc'  the  murder 

o 

of  prifoners  in  cold  blood  “h*  Grotius  in- 
ficed  thought  very  differently,  v/hen  he 


*  Moral  philofophy,  voL  2.  p.  210. 
t  Mpntei(]uica’s  fpiric  of  taws,  vol.  i.  p.  337, 
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faid,  -  Ncc  tempore  ullo  excluditur  potejias  oc- 
ddendi  hello  captos  *  ;  an  inhuman  afl'ertion, 
indeed,  and  more  worthy  an  African  favage 
than  an  European  philofopher.  He  has 
adduced  examples  to  confirm  his  opinion  ; 
but  they  are  by  no  means  conciufive. '  Even 
modern  times  may  furniih  fome  inftances  of 
captives  put  to  death.  That  of  Agincourt 
is  remarkable :  the  fituation  of  the  victors 
there  w'as  certainly  critical  -f  ;  yet  could  it 
•be  thence  concluded  to  be  legal  at  all  times  ? 
He  undoubtedly  founded  his  opinion  rnore 
•^upcn  ancient  dogmatifm  than  upon  ancient 
practice.  For  the  'truth  of  this,  1  appeal  to 
the  hiftories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  in  their 
more  enlightened  ages.  The  practice  of 
barbarous  nations,  does  not  influence  the 
queftion.  It  would  be  abfurd,  to  draw  the 
principles  of  juftice  from  the  practice  of 

*  De  jure  belli  ac  pads,  Iib.’*3.  p.  62g» 

f  Vide  Dr  Smollet’s  hiilory  of  fLngIand,^vol.  4.  P..326. 

We  have  a  far  more  lavvlefs  and  cruel  inllance  of  this  un- 
der  the  Marquis  of  Santa^Cruz,  the  Spanifh  general,  who 
iriafTacred  the  priloners  he  took  in  an  engagement  with 
Don  Antonio,  his  mailer’s  competitor  for  the  throne  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  See  Dr  Smollet's  Voltaire)  njoL  4.  f,  3^4’ 
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thofc^  who  owned  no  law  but  their  own  la¬ 
vage  wills.  No  opinion  can  tie  of  more 
■weight  than  that  of  Baron  Montefquieu,  and 
it  is  clear  here  and  pointed.  From  the 
right  of  killing/’  fays  lie^  politicians 
have  dravv^n  that  of  reducing  to  llavery ; 
a  confequence  as  ill  grounded  as  the 
principle.  There  is  no  fuch  right  as  re¬ 
ducing  people  to  llavery,  but  when  it 
becomes  necelTary  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  conqueil.  Prefervation,  but  never 
fervitude,  is  the  end  of  conqueft,  though 
fervitude  may  be  fometimes  a  necelTary 
means  of  prefervation  ;  even  in  that  cafe 
it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things, 
that  the  llavery  lliould  be  perpetual 
In  another  place  he  has  determined  it  to 
be  exprefsly  contrary,  to  both  natural  and 
civiT  law  T* 

Our  queftion  relates  folely  to  perpetual 
fravery ;  which  appears  to  be  unjuil:  from 
any  other  origin,  than  the  legiilative  power 
in  each  fociety. 
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f  Ibid.  lib.  15.  chap.  2. 
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■  To  deterniine,  then,  whether  the  flavcry 
impofed  on  the  Africans  be  legal ;  we  are 
only  to  examine  on  what  it  is  founded. 
The  moft  authentic  accounts  of  Africa  in¬ 
form  us,  that  the  Haves  we  procure  are  fuch 
as  have  been  taken  in  the  wars  of  their  na¬ 
tive  kings,  and  fold,  as  is  their  cuftom,  ‘ 
to  the  European  fadtors  ;  or  of  fuch  as  have 
been  trapanned  into  fervitudc  by  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  or  by  their  own  countrymen,  who 
are  allured  to  fuch  wickednefs  by  European 
■bribes.  As  the  former  method  is  unjuft, 
the  latter'is  deteftable  ;  nor  can  any  thing 
be  mote  fhocking  to  juftice  and  humanity, 
than  to  encourage  fuch  barbarous  tyranny, 
and  fuch  abominable  craft. 


The  violation,  however,  of  juftice  and 
humanity,  though  great,  is  not  the  only 
evil  that  attends  this  encouragement.  Ari- 
ftotle,  long  ago,  declared,  that  Haves  could 
hav^e  no  virtue  j  but  he  knew  not  any  who 
were  fo  utterly  devoid  of  any  femblance  of 
virtue  as  are  the  Africans  5  whofe  under- 
ftandinys  are  yeneraily  fljallow,  and  their 

hearts  cruel,  viudiflivc,  flubborn,  f'afc,  and 

wicked. 
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« 

wicked.  Whether  this  proceeds  from  a 
native  bafenefs  that  fits  their  minds  for  all 
villany  ;  or' that  they  never  receive  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  education,  I  fhall  not  prefunie  to 
determine.  Slavery  indeed,  of  every  kind, 
admits  of  little  cultivation,  and  mufli  there¬ 
fore  be  always  an  enemy  to  virtue  and 
fcicnce  which  will  be  in  danger  where- 
ever  it  prevails.  Longinus,  and  with  him 
many  eminent  men,  have  afferted,  that  even 
fuch  a  fl'avery  as  attends  defpotic^govern- 
ment,  is  injurious,  nay  abfolutely  fupprer- 
five  of  al]  the  noble  exertions  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind.  This  they  fupport  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  many  ftates,  wherein  the  fciences 
douriflied  during  their  civil  liberty,  and 
were  biased  immediately  on  the  introduc- 

*  Slavery,  fays  Longinus,  may  defervedly  be  called  the 
prijon  of  the  foitly  and  the  public  dungeon.  How  great  an 
evil  it  was  in  Homer's  opinion,  may  be  learned  from  the 
following  lines  :■ 

% 

fj tticry  ycc(>  r  cl'n'QuJvvrui  Ev^Jottcc  Zivg 

A'Jfgog,  ivr  cL') 

OATSSEIA,  P.  vcr.  823. 
Jonje  Jix  d  it  certain^  that  ’^hatC'uer  day 
fuahci  man  a-  Jlave^  takes  half  his  n.vo}'th  anas  ay. 

Pope. 
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tion  of  defpotifm.  It  muft,  however,  be 
confefled,  that  modern  times  prefent  many 
exceptions  to  this  opinion  ;  for  we  now  fee 
both  arts  and  fciences  attain  the  higheft 
perfedlion  under  arbitrary  governments 
Yet  there  can  be  no  queftion  but  that  the 
flavery  of  which  we  are  treating  muft  be 
injurious  to  fcience ;  iince  the  minds  of  our 
flaves  are  never  cultivated.  The  fame  rea- 
fon  will  always  render  it  unfavourable  to 
trade  and  manufaeftures,  which  have  ever 
flouriflied  in  free  Hates.  Commerce  efpe- 
cially  flies  from  oppreffioiH  and  refts  only 
under  the  wings  of  liberty  T.  If  flavery 
then  be  neceffarily  an  enemy  to  arts  and 
fciences,  good  policy  would  furely  diredf 
us  to  fupprefs  it.  The  danger  too  that 
threatens  a  Hate  from  the  infurreefions  of 
flaves,  furniflies  a  very  flrong  argument  a- 
gainfl:  their  admiffion.  Hiftory,  both  an¬ 
cient  and  modern,  abounds  with  examples 
of  the  reality  of  this  danger.  The  Helots  ;|l 

■  *  See  this  point  ingenioufly  difeufied  in  David  HuiriC’s 
EfTays,  vol.  i .  p.  1 5 1 . 

f  Montefquiea  on  commerce,  Spirit  of  laws,  vol.  2. 

X  Plutarch’s  life  of  Cimon.  Stanyan’s  Grecian  hiftory, 
vol.  I .  p.  297. 
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had  nearly  deftroyed  the  Spartan  govern¬ 
ment,  which  fo  long  derided  the  alTauIts  of 
other  foes.  Rome  herfelf,  even  in  the  me¬ 
ridian  of  her  power  and  glory,  was  on  the 
brink  of  deftruftion  from  the  (laves  whom 
(lie  defpifed.  Our  ears  are  every  day 
(liocked  with  the  barbarities,  v/hich  attend 

the  infurreilions  of  the  flaves  in  the  Ame- 

¥ 

rican  iflands.  Should  not  thefe  warn  the 
continent  ?  why  fhould  thofe  colonies  truft 
that  they  alone,  of  all  the  nations  which 
w^hich  have  yet  tried,  will  efcape  the  mife- 
ries  of  fuch  rebellions  ^  ?*  Jt  is  computed, 
that  in  the, colony  of  Virginia  the  flaves 
exceed  the  freemen  by  more  than  one  third  ; 
and  that  two  or  three  thoufand  are  yearly 
imported.  Would  not  this  be  a  fearful 
odds,  fhould  they  ever  bfe  excited  to  rebel¬ 
lion  ?  Much  confidence  may  feem  to  arife 
from  the  native  puflllanimity  of  this  people, 
than  whom  the  earth,  I  believe,  never  bore 

Baron  Montefquien  is  of  opinion,  that  nothing  more 
afDmiiates  a  man  to  a  beaft,  than  living  among  free  men, 
himfelf  a  Have.  Such  people  are  the  natural  enemies  to  fo- 
cicty,  and  their  numbers  mull  always  be  dangerous.  Spirit 
of  la^ivsj  ^oL  1.  p,  348. 
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a  more  abjed,  coward  race.  But  daftardly 
as  they  are,  under  an  able  leader,  they  may 
do  much  mifchiefj  and  as  cowards  are  in¬ 
variably  cruel,  (hould  they  ever  be  fupe- 
rior,  not  a  fhadow  of  mercy  could  be  ex- 
peded.  Hiftory,  in  numberlefs  inftances, 
authorifes  this  apprehenfion ;  and  I  remem- 
'  ber,  to  this  purpofe,  a  remarkable  faying 
of  an  experienced  Athenian  general,  That 
he  would  prefer  an  army  of  flags  with  a 
lion  general,  to  an  army  of  lions  com- 
manded  by  a  flag/’ 

Slavery,”  fays  the  illuflrious  Baron 
Montefquieii,  is  in  its  own  nature  bad  ; 
it  is  neither  ufeful  to  the  mafler,  nor  to 
the  flave.  Not  to  the  flave,  becaufe  he 
can  do  nothing  through  a  motive  of  vir- 
tue  ;  not  to  the  mafler,  becaufe,  having 
an  unlimited  authority  over  his  flaves,  he 
infenfibly  accuftoms  himfelf  to  the  want 
of  all  moral  virtues,  and,  from  thence, 
grows  fierce,  hafly,  fevere,  choleric,  vo- 
luptuous,  and  cruel  Happily  this 

*  Spirit  of  laws. 
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prediaion  is  not  yet  verified.  But  can  there, 
be  a  more  urgent  reafon  for  fupprefling  fia- 
very  than  the  very  danger  of  it  ?  Can  any 
curfe  be  apprehended,  worfe  than  fuch  a  de¬ 
pravation  ?  A  depravation,  at  vrhich  hu¬ 
manity  fhudders,  and  reafon  ftands  appal¬ 
led.  I  know  it  has  been  argued,  that  none 
but  negro  Haves  could  undergo  the  arduous 
toil  of  American  culture ;  expofed  or  to  the 
fervid  heat  of  fummer,  or  vvdnter’s  piercing 
/roft.  But  this  is  all  imaginary.  The  free¬ 
born  Briton,  in  many  labours,  fuftains  fa¬ 
tigues  ;  that  would  make  the  pufillanimous 
heart  of  a'flave,  faint  within  him.  Nor  is 
this  wonderful.  The  will  lliould  ever  ani¬ 
mate  the  deed ;  the  will  of  a  Have  is  never 
with  his  arm,  whofe  nerves  are  therefore 
unftrung,  and  its  vigour  damped. 

To  fum  up  all,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
bondage  we  have  impofed  on  the  Africans, 
is  abfolutely  repugnant  to  juftice.  That  it 
is  highly  inconfiftent  with  civil  policy ; 
lirft,  as  it  tends  to  fupprefs  all  improve¬ 
ments  in  arts  and  fciences  ;  without  which 
it  is  morally  irnpoflible  that  any  nation 

fliould 
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fliould  be  happy  or  powerful.  Secondly,  as 
it  may  deprave  the  minds  of  the  freemen ; 
fteeling  their  hearts  againft  the  laudable 
feelings  of  virtue  and  humanity.  And,  laft- 
ly,  as  it  endangers  the  community  by  the 
deftrudfive  effedls  of  civil  commotions. 
Need  I  add  to  thefe,  what  every  heart, 
which  is  not  callous  to  all  tender  feelings, 
will  readily  fuggeft  ;  that  it  is  (hocking  to 
humanity,  violative  of  every  generous  fen- 
timent,  abhorrent  utterly  from  the  Chri-  ' 
ftian  religion  :  for,  as  Montefquieu  very 
juftly,  obferves,  “  we  muft  fuppofe  them 
“  not  to  be  men,  or  a  fufpicion  would  fol- 
“  low,  that  we  ourfelves  are  not  Chri- 
“  ftians.”  And  here  I  mufl  beg  leave  to 
rcpc3.t  2.  former  quotation,  as  it  requires 
fome  remarks,  which  are  mofh  proper  in- this 
place.  The  ingenious  author  of  the  ac¬ 
count  of  America  fays  Nothing  indeed 

could  at  all  excufe  the  flave-trade  but 
the  neceffity  we  are  under  of  peopling 
our  colonies,  and  the  confideration,  that 

the  ilaves  we  buy  were  in  the  fame  con- 
•  « 

% 

^  Vol,  2.  p.  128. 
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“  dition  in  Africa,  either  hereditar3r,  or 
“  taken  in  war.” 

1  HERE  cannot  be  a^  more  dangerous  ma¬ 
xim,  than  that  neceffity  is  a  plea  for  inju- 
ftice.  For  who  ihall  fix  the  degree  of  this 
necefiity  ?  What  villain  fo  atrocious,  v/ho 
may  not  urge  this  excufej  or,  as  Milton 
has  happily  exprefled  it, 

— — - with  necejjity, 

Tae  tyrant  s  pleti,  excuje  his  devlij}^  deed? 

i  HAT  our  colonies  want  people,  is  a 
very  weak  argument  for  fo  inhuman  a  vio-* 
iation  of  juftice  ;  which,  agreeable  to  Ju¬ 
ft  inian,  is  conjiaiis  et  perpetua  voluntas y  jus 
juum  culque  tribuendL 

Nor  is  there  more  validity  in  the  latter 
argument.^  Shall  a  civilized,  a  Chriftian 
nation,  encourage  flavery ;  becaufe  the  bar¬ 
barous,  favage,  lawlefs  African  hath  done 
it  ?  Alonftrous  thought !  To  what  end  do 
we  profefs  a  religion  whofe  dictates  we  fo 
ilagrantly  violate  ?  Wherefore  have  we  that 
pattern  of  goodnefs  and  humanitv,  if  we 

t 
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refufe  to  follow  it  ?  How  long  fliall  we 

continue  a  pradicej  which  policy  rejeds, 
juftice  condemns,  and  piety  diffuades  ? 
Shall  the  Americans  perfift  in  a  condud, 
which  cannot  be  juftified;  or  perfevere  ii^ 
oppredion,  from. which  their  hearts  mud 
recoil  ?  If  the  barbarous  Africans  fhall  con^ 
tinue  to  enflave  each  other,  let  the  damon 
Slavery  remain  among  them,  that  their 
crime  may  include  its  own  punifliment. 
Let  not  Chriftians,  by  adminiflering  to 
their  wickedhefs,  confefs  their  religion  to 
be  a  ufelefs  refinement,  their  profeflions 
vain,  and  themfelves  as  inhuman  as  the  ra¬ 
vages  they  deteft. 


sS 


I  SHALL  not  prefume  to  prefcribe  any 
method,  by  which  they  might  better  ac- 
complilh  the  purpofes  they  mean  to  an- 
fwer  by  flaves ;  but  I  obferve  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr  Poftlethwayte,  that  the  co¬ 
lonies  might  be  more  advantageoufly  peo¬ 
pled  from  Europe  j  and  that  it  would  be 
for  the  interefi;  of  the  Europeans,  to 
liih  the  flave-trade ;  which,  though 
table  itfelf,  is  yet  an  infuperable 
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other  more  valuable  improvements  in  A- 
frica 

Had  Mr  Smith,  whofe  unmerited  cen- 
fure  gave  birth  to  this  effay,  inftead  of  lift- 
ening  to  the  gratification  of  a  flanderous 
prejudice,  exerted  his  abilities,  in  difllia-  ^ 
ding  the  Europeans  from  fuch  a  barbarous 
trade  j  how  great,  how  noble  had  been  his 
deed ! 

How  had  he  blefsd  mankind,  and  refcidd  me! 

*  See  his  Commercial  diflionary. 


FINIS. 


0 


< 

i 


\ 


